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FACT SHEET 

PLENTY OF ROOM FOR BLM’S NEW WILD LANDS POLICY 

Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar recently issued Secretarial Order #3310, which directs the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to identify and consider protecting lands harboring 
wilderness characteristics within the hundreds of millions of acres of public lands that it manages 
by designating “Wild Lands.” Although the BLM manages the most lands (245 million acres) of 
all the federal land management agencies, it has the smallest portfolio of designated wilderness 
(8.6 million acres).   

Comparing lands managed for their wilderness characteristics to lands controlled by the oil and 
gas industry in five Rocky Mountain states reveals that far more BLM lands are already devoted 
to energy development than to wild lands protection.  

State BLM 
acreage 

Designated 
Wilderness1 

Wilderness 
Study Area 
(WSA) 
acreage2 

BLM 
Citizen-
Proposed 
Wilderness 
outside 
WSAs3 

Acres 
leased to 
oil & gas 
industry 
through 
FY 20104 

Acres 
leased that 
are 
actually in 
production 
through 
FY 2010 

Colorado 8.3 million 205,888 548,023 693,783 4,632,382 1,460,609 
Montana 8 million 6,347 449,963 -------- 3,204,310 762,060 
New Mexico 13.4 

million 
166,658 958,751 1,972,862 5,325,882 3,687,469 

Utah 22.9 
million 

260,357 3,234,518 6,435,228 4,855,833 1,086,431 

Wyoming 18.4 
million 

0 574,401 889,972 11,857,090 3,829,709 

Overview of the 5 states: 
BLM 
acreage – 
CO, MT, 
NM, UT, 
WY  

Acreage/percent 
designated 
Wilderness 

Acreage/percent 
WSA  

Acreage/percent 
acreage leased to 
oil & gas industry 
through FY 2010 

Acreage/percent 
acreage that are 
being drilled 
through FY 2010 

71 million 639,250 = 1% 5,765,656 = 8% 29,875,497 = 42% 10,826,278 = 15% 
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 Compiled from conservation groups around the West.  Colorado, Utah and New Mexico have the most centralized 
inventory, so Wyoming is much more approximate and Montana was not available in a comprehensive number and 
so is not shown. 
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Motorized use: Just 4% of the approximately 250 million acres managed by the BLM are 
actually closed to motorized use and motorized vehicles can be driven without any limitation to 
roads or trails on approximately one-third of BLM lands are available for cross-country use.5 

Public lands accommodate multiple uses: The oil and gas industry has more than 41 million 
acres under lease across the West (and is actually using only about 12 million), while motorized 
vehicles can drive on well over 200 million acres. Our remaining lands with wilderness 
characteristics represent a small, but irreplaceable, sliver of our public lands – they deserve 
protection. 

 

For more information contact:  

Dave Alberswerth, (202) 429-2695, or dave_alberswerth@tws.org   

Nada Culver, (303) 650-5818, ext. 117, or nada_culver@tws.org�

Kevin Mack, (202) 454-2524, or kevin_mack@tws.org 
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