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RELIEVING PAIN AT THE PUMP 

TRANSPORTATION SOLUTIONS 

 
Rising gas prices and unrest in the Middle East has highlighted our dangerous 
addiction to oil. Each day the United States burns through almost 19 million barrels 
of oil – 70% of which is used in our transportation system. Cars and light trucks 
alone burn more than 8.5 million barrels of oil each day, more than any other 
country uses in its entirety. 

 
With only 2% of the world’s proven oil reserves, we know the United States can’t drill its way to energy 
independence. To relieve pain at the pump and break our addiction to oil, we need a 21st century 
transportation system that gives people clean, convenient solutions to travel between home, work, and 
school. 
 
The President has already taken historic action to reduce our oil consumption by finalizing vehicle 
standards from 2012-2016 that will save 1.8 billion barrels of oil. As a result, more efficient vehicles are 
already coming on the market. By setting vehicle standards of at least 60 miles per gallon in 2025, the 
President can drive American innovation and break our addiction to oil.  
 
The following steps would also save American families save money, create new clean energy jobs and 
make America more energy independent. 
 
Expand access to and affordability of transportation choices 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 54% of Americans have access to public transportation, leaving 
the other 46% shackled to the gas pump with no transportation options other than their cars.  

• Support public transit operating assistance. Providing local transit agencies with operating 
assistance will help accommodate increased ridership in the face of budget cuts. According to 
the American Public Transit Association, ridership could increase 6% if gas prices reach $4 per 
gallon.  

• Rapidly invest in clean, convenient transportation alternatives to driving, including passenger 
rail, subway, light rail, rapid bus service, and safe walking and biking. 

 
Save consumers at the pump through American leadership in clean car technology 

More efficient vehicles can save consumers money at the pump and dramatically reduce our oil 
consumption.  

• Expand rebates and tax incentives for electric vehicles and invest charging and utility 
infrastructure to facilitate a rapid transition to vehicle electrification.   

• Establish a “feebate” to incentivize the purchase of more efficient vehicles. By funding rebates 
for efficient vehicles with fees on gas guzzlers, such a policy can become revenue neutral. 

• EPA and DOT should set vehicle standards for model years 2017-2025 of at least 60 mpg. 

• Set a high bar for federal fleet purchases that will help bring electric and other advanced 
technology vehicles to the market and to scale. 
 

End taxpayer handouts to Big Oil 

Over a decade, Big Oil companies have received $40 billion in tax breaks – all while the five largest oil 
companies raked in $1 trillion in profits.  

• Repeal subsidies to Big Oil. According to a study by the Joint Economic Committee, removing 
subsidies for Big Oil would likely have no impact on gas prices.  

• Invest the resulting revenue in a 21st century transportation system and on incentives for more 
efficient and advanced technology vehicles. 


