
 
 

FACT SHEET: 

 

NEW DATA SHOWS OVER 29,000,000 ACRES OF IDLE FEDERAL OIL AND GAS 

LEASES  

 

Data Also Shows Thousands of Idle but Approved Federal Drilling Permits  
 

Although the oil and gas industry and their allies have criticized Obama Administration 

policies for allegedly restricting the industry’s access to federal lands for drilling, new 

information released by the Interior Department’s Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in 

January, 2011 indicates that the oil and gas industry controls 41,186,158 acres of federal 

onshore lands, but has drilling operations on just 12,205,416 acres of these leases.   

 

In other words, the oil and gas industry is sitting on over 29 million acres of unused federal oil 

and gas leases, an area the size of the State of Tennessee. By contrast, the BLM administers 

only 8.6 million acres of designated Wilderness on the 245 million acres it manages. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thousands of Approved Drilling Permits Going Unused 

 

In addition, the new data indicates that although the BLM issued over 4,000 drilling permits in 

FY 2010, the industry drilled only 1,480 new wells, using less than 30% of the permits they 

received from the BLM 
i
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So, although the American Petroleum Institute has stated that, “Congress and the 

administration should support increased development of North America’s oil and natural gas 

resources, including federal lands both on- and offshore...”
ii
, in fact the industry itself  is 

presently  sitting on tens of millions of acres of idle federal oil and gas leases, and thousands 

of unused federal drilling permits. 

 

Bottom Line: There is no shortage of leased federal lands or permits to drill for the oil and gas 

industry.  Congress does not need to weaken federal environmental laws to encourage more 

drilling on our federal lands and waters.  Instead, Congress should strengthen the health, 

safety and environmental statutes that govern oil and gas operations to assure that these 

activities do not impair air and water quality, destroy sensitive wildlife habitats, or ruin our 

last remaining wild lands.  

 

 

 
For more information contact:  

David Alberswerth, (202) 429-2695, or dave_alberswerth@tws.org 
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i
 http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/Energy_Facts_07/statistics.html 
 
ii
 API, “The State of American Energy, 2011”, p. 21 
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